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‘Stronger Together’ Theme of 64th Annual I-Day Event

The Colorado CPCU Society Chapter
hosted its 64th Annual All Industry Day at
the University of Colorado South Denver
campus in Parker, Colo., November 1,
2019, partnering with the Claims
Litigation Management (CLM) Alliance
Greater Denver Chapter, which is also a
member of The Institutes. Brett Clausen,
CPCU, CIC, CLSSBB, MSIM conferred
CPCU new designees and swore in the
2020 Colorado CPCU Society officers.
Carole Walker, Executive Director of the
Rocky Mountain Insurance Information
Association (RMIIA), presented the 2019
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Alan Miller Spirit Award to the Colorado
Fallen Hero Foundation. Presenters Mary
Stoer-Wenger and Wes Shirley engaged
the audience with their high-energy
“Stronger Together” interactive kick-off
session. Continuing Education presenters
were Attorney Jonathan A. Edin on
“Defense of Construction Defect Claims,”
Attorney Kathy Chaney on “When to Try
a Case,” and Curt DeVries on “Social
Media & Ethics Investigation.”
Thank you industry partners for
supporting this educational event!
Activate Staffing
AEI Engineers
Aerotek
Bakertilly
CLM
Enterprise
ESI
Franco Signor
Fraudsniffr
Genex
Lambdin & Chaney
Malarkey
Mason Claim Services, Inc.
MDD Forensic Accountants
Rimkus
RMI
RMIIA
Safelite

SAVE THE DATE!
January 21, 2020 – Luncheon Meeting
details coming soon!
Please allow emails from ColoCPCU@gmail.com
via Constant Contact
so that you receive invitations to the
Colorado CPCU Society Chapter’s
luncheon meetings and events.
If you would like to use a different email address
for receiving the Chapter’s invitations, please send us a
request with the email address you prefer to:

ColoCPCU@gmail.com

Watch for announcements coming soon
on the Chapter’s 2020 education events!
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Enjoy a Safe Holiday Season!




By Gary L. Hahn, CPCU, ARM,
ALCM, CUSA, State Underwriting
Manager, Colorado Farm Bureau
Insurance Company

Holiday safety is an issue that burns
brightest from late November to midJanuary, when families gather, parties
are scheduled and travel spikes. Take
some basic precautions to ensure your
family remains safe and injury-free
throughout the season.

Decorations Can Hurt
Putting up festive decorations is one
of the best ways to get in a holiday
mood, but about 15,000 injuries
involving holiday decorating are seen
in emergency rooms during the
season.
 "Angel hair," made from spun
glass, can irritate your eyes and
skin; always wear gloves or
substitute non-flammable cotton
 Spraying artificial snow can
irritate your lungs if inhaled;
follow directions carefully
 Decorate the tree with your
smaller kids in mind; move
ornaments that are breakable or
have metal hooks toward the top
 Always use the proper step
ladder; don't stand on chairs or
other furniture
 Lights are among the best parts of
holiday decorating; make sure
there are no exposed or frayed
wires, loose connections or
broken sockets

Plants can spruce up your holiday
decorating, but keep those that may be
poisonous (including some Poinsettias)
out of reach of children or pets; the
national Poison Control Center can be
reached at (800) 222-1222
Make sure paths are clear so no one trips
on wrapping paper, decorations, toys, etc.;
NSC provides fall-avoidance tips for
older adults at
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safetyknowledge/Pages/safety-at-homefalls.aspx

It's Better to Give ... Safely
We've all heard it's important when choosing
toys for infants or small children to avoid
small parts that might prove to be a choking
hazard. Here are some additional gift-related
safety tips:




Select gifts for older adults that are not
heavy or awkward to handle
Be aware of dangers associated with coin
lithium batteries; of particular concern is
the ingestion of these “button” batteries
Check out the Consumer Product Safety
Commission web site to see which toys
have been recalled at
https://www.cpsc.gov/safetyeducation/toy-recall-statistics/

Watch Out for These Firestarters
Candles and Fireplaces
Thousands of deaths are caused by fires,
burns and other fire-related injuries every
year. 12% of home candle fires occur in
December, the National Fire Protection
Association reports. Increased use of candles
and fireplaces, combined with an increase in
the amount of combustible, seasonal
decorations present in many homes means
more risk for fire.
 Never leave burning candles unattended
or sleep in a room with a lit candle
 Keep candles out of reach of children
 Make sure candles are on stable surfaces
 Don't burn candles near trees, curtains or
any other flammable items
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Don't burn trees, wreaths or
wrapping paper in the fireplace
Check and clean the chimney and
fireplace at least once a year

Turkey Fryers
While many subscribe to the theory
that any fried food is good (even if it's
not necessarily good for you), there is
reason to be on alert if you're thinking
of celebrating the holidays by frying a
turkey.
The Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) reports there
have been 168 turkey-fryer related
fires, burns, explosions or carbon
monoxide poisoning incidents since
2002. CPSC says 672 people have
been injured and $8 million in
property damage losses have resulted
from these incidents.

The National Safety Council
discourages the use of turkey fryers at
home and urges those who prefer fried
turkey to seek out professional
establishments or consider a new oilless turkey fryer. But for those who
don't heed that advice, please follow
these precautions:
 Set up the fryer more than 10 feet
from the house and keep children
away
 Find flat ground; the oil must be
even and steady to ensure safety
 Use a thawed and dry turkey;
any water will cause the oil to
bubble furiously and spill over;
too much moisture may turn to
steam and explode
 Fryer lid and handle can become
very hot and cause burns
 Have a fire extinguisher ready at
all times
Continued on page 4
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overs in small pieces so they will chill
quickly
Wash your hands frequently when
handling food
Clean up spills immediately using hot
soapy water.

Don't Give the Gift of
Food Poisoning



The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services website provides
holiday food safety tips at
https://www.foodsafety.gov.
Refrigerators should be kept at 40° F or
colder to best slow bacterial growth in
foods. Avoid storing food in
temperatures between 40° F and 140° F
– this range is considered the “danger
zone” where bacteria growth can
double in just 20 minutes, according to
foodsafety.gov.

Traveling for the Holidays?
Be Prepared

Set freezers at a temperature of 0° F.
Regularly check refrigerator and
freezer temps with kitchen
thermometers. For a detailed chart
showing the safe storage times for
refrigerators and freezers, visit
www.foodsafety.gov/keep/charts/storag
etimes.html.
Here are a few food safety tips:
 Use separate cutting boards and
utensils for raw meat or poultry and
other items like bread or vegetables
 Use a food thermometer to make
sure meat is cooked to a safe
temperature
 Refrigerate food within two hours
 Thanksgiving leftovers are safe for
four days in the refrigerator
 If food looks or smells funny, or
you can see mold forming, discard
the item.
 Be mindful of expiration dates. If a
food item is past its use-by date or
the food looks questionable, throw
it out.
 Read food labels for storage
recommendations. Items such as
mayonnaise, ketchup and other
condiments should be refrigerated
after opening. If an item has not
been properly refrigerated, don’t
risk it. It is best to toss it.
 Bring sauces, soups and gravies to
a rolling boil when reheating
 When storing turkey, cut the left-

Many people choose to travel during the
holidays by automobile, which have the
highest fatality rate of any major form of
transportation. In 2013, 343 people died
on New Year's Day, 360 on Thanksgiving
Day and 88 on Christmas Day, according
to Injury Facts 2015.
Alcohol-impaired fatalities represented
31% of the totals.

Check the weather
before you go, and be
prepared for possible
heavy snow and ice; if
the forecast looks “iffy,”
wait out the storm, if
possible.











Use a designated driver to ensure
guests make it home safely after a
holiday party; alcohol, over-thecounter and illegal drugs all cause
impairment
Make sure every person in the vehicle
is properly buckled up no matter how
long or short the distance being
traveled
Put that cell phone away; distracted
driving causes one-quarter of all
crashes
Properly maintain the vehicle and
keep an emergency kit with you
Be prepared for heavy traffic
Check the weather before you go, and
be prepared for possible heavy snow
and ice; if the forecast looks “iffy”,
wait out the storm, if possible
Make sure you share your travel plans
and route with someone before you
leave
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Remember, when guests are staying in
your home, make sure areas have night
lights or easy-to-reach lamps in case
they need to get up during the night.
And, whether you are visiting someone
else's home or you have guests in your
home, make sure all medications are
kept up and away and out of sight from
young children.
The holidays are a great way to
celebrate with family and friends. Being
prepared and following basic safety
advice can help ensure a safe and happy
time is had by all.
Source: National Safety Council

The Colorado CPCU
Society Chapter has the
following positions
available:
Chapter Administrator
New Designee Chair
Director of Education
Senior Resource Liaison
Legislative Liaison
If you would like to
volunteer for the
Chapter in 2020,
please email
the Board at
ColoCPCU@gmail.com

